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Incident Reports
• Providing the public with more information from the Accidental Release 

Reporting Rule
• Summary of the accidental release event
• Probable Cause statement
• New volume of reports released each quarter

Volume One
• 26 accidental release events in 15 states
• 5 fatalities, 17 serious injuries
• $700 million in property damage
Accidental Release Team
• Fatal toxic gas release at the Home Market Foods facility in Norwood, 

Massachusetts (Lisaura Maldonado-Pereira)
• Fatal flammable liquid release and fire at the Phillips 66 refinery in 

Borger, Texas (Eduardo Alvarez)
• Fatal chemical reaction, explosion, and fire at the Polycarbon Industries 

facility in Newburyport, Massachusetts (Owen Trippany)
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Home Market Foods 
December 19, 2022 | Norwood, Massachusetts

Incident Summary
• 22,000 pounds of anhydrous ammonia released 
• One fatality and one serious injury 
• $4 million in property damage
• Scissor lift damaged ammonia piping
• Contract workers were replacing a comfort heater

Probable Cause
The CSB determined that the probable cause of the 
anhydrous ammonia release was piping damage 
caused by the scissor lift.
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Phillips 66 
January 17, 2023 | Borger, Texas

Incident Summary
• 16 barrels of natural gas liquid were released
• One fatality, one serious injury
• $3.1 million in property damage
• Released vapor ignited, resulting in a fire
• Maintenance activity to secure wellhead
• Lockdown screw removed, releasing natural gas liquid
• Snubbing unit pressure at 400 PSIG

Probable Cause
• Inadvertent removal of a lockdown screw from the 

wellhead

• The use of a battery-operated impact wrench 
contributed to the incident

• Pressurized natural gas liquid in snubbing unit
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Polycarbon Industries
May 4, 2023 | Newburyport, Massachusetts

Incident Summary
• One fatality
• $48 million in property damage
• Facility permanently closed
• Self-accelerating decomposition reaction (Dekon 

139)
• Agitator friction heated material, starting 

decomposition

Probable Cause
• Self-accelerating decomposition reaction producing 

flammable gases
• Combustible dust was ignited upon release
• Incomplete knowledge of Dekon hazards
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